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GROUP ¢3_< HOUSING 


The need for action by all segments of our society, ecclesiastical, 
business, individual and governmental to implement our pronouncements, 
commitments, laws and regulations is most apparent in seeking open 
housing development. More specifically, there is a great need for the 
Episcopal Church, through its Executive Council, to initiate and actively 
support all proposed city, state and federal programs which would lead 
to affirmative action in the field of housing and housing opportunities. 


The Executive Council has, in the past and should now once again, 
commit itself to achieving open occupancy in housing, but should also 
provide the means and methods for carrying out this commitment on its 
own and through the member dioceses, parishes, and parishioners. 


The Executive Council should adopt a program to bring to the atten- 
tion o£ and secure the support of the Episcopalians throughout the 
country to the national housing policy herein formulated. 


We, therefore, urge the following housing polictes for the con- 
sideration of and adoption by the Executive Council: 


1. The Episcopal Church should invest and encourage 
its member dioceses, parishes and parishioners to 
invest in Mutuel Real Estate Improvement Trust 
(M-REIT), whose goal is the use of dollar invest~- 
ments to bring about necessary social change in 
housing by corporate purchasing of houses in generally 
white areas and then integrating them. 


2. The Episcopal Church should seek to cause the alloe 
cation of a portion of the MRI funds for the assist- 
ance of dioceses and parishes desiring to participate 
actively as sponsors of the many, varied and available 
federal housing programs. 


3. Discceses should be encouraged to establish Diocesan 
Housing Conferences, using and utilizing federal and 
other experts to carry out these purposes. 


4. The Episcopal Church should support existing public 
housing progrems, particularly those using innovative 
approaches. 


5. The Episcopal Church should sponsor and encourage its 
members to sponscr new low income housing programs 
such as available under Section 23 (leasing program) 
rent supplement programs, 221(h)(housing for the aged), 
221(d)3(moderate rental housing, etc., in both "ghetto" 
and non-"ghetto" areas. | 
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Group #3 


6. Dioceses should be encoureged to urge that state 


Zo 


10. 


li. 


and federal assistance to localities be contingent 
upon the preparation, approval and implementation 

by such localities of a program to provide housing 

of all types open to all, regardless of race, religion 
or income, 


Dioceses should be encouraged to urge that local 
governments establish central listings of all availe- 
able vacancies in housing fo enable low-income 


| families to become aware of such vacancies. 


The Episcopal Church should establish such vacancy 
listings, also. 


Dioceses and parishes should be encouraged to aid 
in the establishment of effective Fair Housing 


Councils in predominantly white areas to expand 


housing opportunities for all. 


Dioceses, parishes and parishioners should be urged 
tc imsist upon strict enforcement of all civil rights 
laws, human rights laws, housing laws and building 
codes. 


Dioceses, parishes and parishioners should be en- 
couraged to urge upon national, state and local 
agencies the use of enforcement techniques such as 
government employment of "checkers" (investigators 
who check out complaints of discrimination) and 
affirmative action programs of varied types. 


12. Dioceses and parishes should be urged to insist that 


the Home Loan Bank Board (which charters Federal 
Savings and Loan Banks) end the Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corporation (which charters Commercial Banks) 
instruct banks chartered by them to pursue none 
discriminatory policies in lending and mortgages/fi- 
nancing activities. 


13. Dioceses and parishes should be encouraged to with-- 


draw monies and investments from banks which refuse 


to comply fully with federal non-discriminatory laws. 


14, Dioceses and parishes should be encouraged to insist 


that the foregoing agencies fully enforce all federal 
laws pertaining to non-discrimination on account of 
race, creed or color, including the invocation of 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Digitization funded by a generous grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
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(Policies - continued) 
(#14) 


penalties or sanctions for non-conformance, 


15.The Episcopal Church should lead in the support of 
the 1867 Civil Rights Act (Senate #S-1026), Title 
IV (Housing Discrimination) by: (Evident weaknesses 
are recognized and strenethening amendments are needed) 


a) Distribution of pastoral letters 
of support. 


b) Provision of materials, speakers, 
and other educational programs and 
devices on said Title IV. 

c) Arranging visits with Congressmen 
to urge thelr support and effirmative 
vote on the Bill. 


d) Joint programming with other groups 
supporting passage of the bill. 


= 40s 
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TICS NEWSLETTER 


TENANTS COUNCIL OF TIBER ISLAND May 30, 1972 
CARROLLSBURG SQUARE IV=2 


SPECIAL BULLETIN 
ON RENT INCREASES 


At a meeting of TICS on May 15 it was explained that 
management's "notices to quit", distributed towards the end of 
April, were technically defective and might be a basis for 
resisting the announced 2 1/2% rent increase. Tt was also ex- 
plained that the TICS Board of Directors would try to negotiate 
an agreement with management whereby tenants, in exchange for 
not individually resisting this rent increase, would be protected 
from further rent increase for the next year. It was unanimously 
agreed by those at the meeting that they would do nothing to 
comply with the rent increases pending further advice from TICS. 


We have not been successful so far in attempting to 
bargain with management. However, the appeal in our suit chal 
lenging the way FHA approves applications for rent increases at 
Tiber Island-Carrollsburg Square was argued before the United 
States Court of Appeals on May 23 and we are optomistic about 
our chances of winning. If we win, and there is no agreement 
with management, the latest rent increase might be rolled back 
and management would have to reapply for a new approval from FHA, 
which we would then have a right to oppose. 


In view of the FHA case and the fact that TICS is also 
planning to seek a declaratory judgment on behalf of all tenants 
that the June 1 rent increase is unlawful, rent withholding by 
individual tenants does not seem appropriate. We suggest that 
tenants who are not under long term leases comply with manage~ — 
ment's demand for a rent increase, up to 2 1/2% rounded to the 
nearest dollar. We understand that that is all FHA approved 
last March: But, to preserve your rights to challenge the rent 
increase and to collect a refund if our declaratory judgment 
action is successful, mark.the back of your rent checks: 

Paid Under Protest. 
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GROUP_#5 


(Employment Policies) 


General Recomvendation 


To confront the gonstituency of the Church with the urgency that! | 
all communicants of the Episcopal Church, especially leaders in business, 
industry, education, labor and government, use their talents, influence 
and best efforts to create equal employment and training opportunities 
for the Negroes. 


Specific attention and action must be directed to the problem of 
minority "job-entry", demanding affirmative action in the areas of 
recruitment, training in specific and basic educational skills, and 
testing procedures. 


Specific Recommendations 


bie A National Approach 


A. It is urged that national, regional and metropolitan consulta-> 
tions with and under the leadership of business men, with the 
representatives of the bishops, be sponsored and promoted. 

The initial national consultation will: 


(1) plan subsequent confrontations on regional and metropolitan 
levels and set guidelines for promoting equal employment 
and training opportunities, 


(2) provide a sharing of practical experiences, successes and 
problems relating to the employment minorities, 


(3) develop, specific recommendations for action, which will 
fnclude the support of existing programs in the areas concern, 


(4) establish a continuing Task Force to develop, follow up and | 
evaluate progress in affirmative action nationally, regionally 
and in metropolitan areas. 


B. Resources 


(a) the businessmen are the primary resource. 

(b) The Department of Christian Social Relations will be charged 
with the implementation of this Ae ee with authority 
to secure necessary program and personnel - = =. 
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. Group #5, Employment Policies (cont'd) ee 


Specific Recommendations - continued 


Cc. Schedule 
National consultation - Spring, 1968 
Regional and Metropolitan ~ Fall, 1968 


D. Specific steps to be taken—.-. 


(1) Recommendation goes to the Department of Christian Social 
~~ Relations and to the Executive Council. 


(2) National meeting - Businessmen with Bishops - Spring, 1968 


Tie Parish Approach 


A. The parish must become involved in pursuing the goal of 
affirmative action in equal employment opportunity and 
training, not as a substitute for vital lay commitment 
and leadership, but in a supportive way. Suggested strategies, 
by way of Companion Parish Projects (suburban with inner-city 
churches) or individual parish agencies are: 


(1) support of existing commmity equal employment projects 

(2) provide services such as: tutorial, job counselling, 
testing information, acquaintance with hiring procedures, 
recruLtment for job and training opportunities. 


B. Resources 


(1) Department of Christian Social Relations will develop 
guidelines . . 

(2) Promotion and support by diocesan departments of Christian 
Social Relations 


Investments 


The committee recommends that the Department of Christian Social 
Relations confront those officials of the Executive Council charged 
with the responsibility of administering and investing church funds 
with the necessity of investment practice that advance equal opportunity 
and social justice. This re-appraisal of policy should then be extended 
to the Church Pension Fund and to the portfclics of dioceses, parishes, 
seminaries, and all other church institutions and agencies. 


As specific opportunities for the responsible investment of church, 
finds, we recommend, for example: 
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Group #5, Employment Policies (cont'd) (3) 


Investments (continued) - 


(a) “ghetto” banks and savings and loan associations 

(b) producer and consumer cooperatives for the poor 

(c) 4utual-Real Estate Investment Trust (M-REIT) 

(d) low-income housing in middle-income areas 

(e) nursing homes 

(7) the tithing in investment proposal of Congressman Fraser. 
(x) community development corporations 


We urge a sophisticated attack on this whole problem. Constitutions, 
caryn, charters and by-laws should be examined by impartial experts, 
lerding to change, where change is necessary, and new policies where 
legzal documents rather than historieal precedent or prudent timidity 
dv not forbid. 


P:o ject Equality 


That the Episcopal Church and all its subsidiaries in order to 
spend their money responsibly, endorse Project Equality, and that the 
following steps be taken to implement this endorsement: 


(L) That the CSR Department begin now an educative process 
about Project Equality with all dioceses and missionary 
districts: 


(2) That the CSR Department be asked to press the Executive 
Council to participate in Project Equality in its own 
operations. 


(3) That General Convention be asked to endorse Project Equality. 


(4) That, to this end, the CSR Department be asked to circulate 
now the May issue of Church and Race to all General Convention 
delegates. 


Church Employment Polictes 


The staff of the CSR Department should prepare for distribution 
through diocesan channels a printed guide to improving standards of 
employment of non-professional employees in churches and church insti- 
tutions. This guide should cover such points as recruitment of minority 
group members, the pitfalls in testing, on-the-job training, career 
development, and wages and benefits. 


(Group #5) 
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Group #5, Employment Policies (cont'd) (4) 
Church Employment Policies (continued) 


Bishop Sanders and Bishop Marmion should send copies of this 
guide with a covering letter to all members of the House of Bishops, 
urging their support. Mr. Tillson should similarly send coples to 
all diocesan treasurers. 


The Department of Research and Field Study should be asked to 
prepare a study of the conditions of employment in churches and 
church agencies. 


The Conference supports present efforts to review church policies 
in the employment of Negro clergy and of other Negro professionals. 


Civil Rights Act of 1967 


ene areibetap RA OLN TRIS 


The Conference supports passage of S.1026, recommending that 
Title IV = Housing Discrimination - be strengthened in coverage and 
enforcement. 
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AMBRICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE -_~ 
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FE 8-1455 


BAPTIST MINISTERS ‘CONFERENCE. 
Rev. Ernest Gibson, President 
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462-7889 or 882-2242 | 


THE CARMELITE FATHERS 
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1600 Webster St., N.E. 
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CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL COUNCIL 
Father Geno Baroni 
1425 Vee St., N.W. 
DU 7-3596 or 462-9325 
(Mr. Floyd Agostinelli--LA 9-1621) 


CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL AFL-CIO 
Mr. J. Ca Lurner 

Ta LYST. ple te 
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CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR 
Rev. Peter Mosher 

16th & Irving Sts. ,N.E. 
LA 6-7809 


CITIZENS COMMITTEE ON THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
CRISIS 

Mr. William B. Harris 

Mr. Abraham Makofsky 

1101 M St., N.W. 

DE 2-7330 


CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR MINIMUM WAGE FOR 
D. Ga 


Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson 
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D.C. COALITION OF CONSCIENCE 


Dro. C. Smith 


NO 7-0294 or 723-7135 
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--CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 
./Mr, Herbert Woods 
128 Florida Ave., N.W. 


265-2410 or 562-2687 
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 


Rev. David Colwell 
I75SiL N St... NeWe 
DE 2-3132 or NA 8-4317 


COMMISSION ON RELIGION & RACE (CORAR) 


United Presbyterian Church'in D.C. 
Mr. Burke E. Dorworth, Director 
1501-Lith St., NW. 

322-0330 or EX 3-4526 
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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WASHINGTON 
The Rt. Rev. Paul Moore 
Mt. St. Alban 


363- Ieee 363-6344 | 


EPISCOPAL SOCIETY FOR RACIAL & CULTURAL | 
UNITY 

Father William A. Wendt 

1515 Newton St., N.W. 

CO 5-1311; NO 7-4611 


FAMILY & CHILD SERVICES (HWC) 
Mr. John Theban 
1101 M St., N.W. 
DE 2-7330 | 
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE CONCERNED 
Rev. Channing E. Phillips 
T1th GSR Ste. N. Ww, 
265-6377; 332-2640 


HEALTH & WELFARE COUNCIL © 
Mr. Thomas C, Taylor 

1101 M St., N.W, 

DE 2-7330 


JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL eee ai 
Mr. Isaac Franck . 
1420 New Ren BoE, N.W. 

DI °7'=4628 : 


LOCAL ONE, AFSC, ME . 
Mr. Warren Morse 
1834-9th St., N.W. 
265-789910)° : ais es 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY AID COUNCIL 


Mrs. Willie T. Hardy 
701-49th St., N.E. 
399-6633 


NAACP 

Atty. Carl Moultrie 

613 (F 'St spatiells ™ 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF MESS ee 
Mr. Roscoe Camp | 

1318 Vermont Ave., NW. | 
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“TRINITY COLLEGE” 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. 

Rev. Jefferson P. Rogers . ta 
15th & Girard Sts., N.E. | 
529-4356; 529-2055 


“STUDENT NON-VIOLENT - COORDINATING’ ‘COMMITTEE 


Mr; Lester McKinnie . 


107 Rhode Island Ave., N. W. 
387-7445 


Sister Ancilla Marie 
Michigan Ave. & Franklin St., N. eae (17). 
HU 3-7810 


“WASHINGTON FELLOWSHIP HOUSE 4 7 


Mr. Hugh Arnelle | 
1733 T St., N.3; 945 L St, ,N.W. 
NO 7-5254; NO 7-7421 


WASHINGTON URBAN LEAGUE my: 
Mr. Sterling Tucker 

626 Third St., N.W. 

737-8600 
2.033) 
4/22/65 


NAZIONAL CAPITAL ARBA CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 


1101 Vt. Ave. N.W. 
347-8826 


: NON-VIOLENT ACTION GROUP, 
Mr. Hubert Brown ae 
1034 Buclid St., N.W. 


PRESBYTERIAN “INTER RACIAL COUNCIL 
Rev. Phillip Newel ve HEM 
1313 New York Ave., N. We cs 
393-3700 | 


ST. ALOYSIUS CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Sister Mary Leo; Mr. Horace M. McKenna 


Eye & N Capitol St.,N.W. 


2. NA 8-9119 | 
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MEMORANDUM 
TO: Black Power Advocates 
FROM? Julius W. Hobson, Chairman 


Arrangements Committee 
Black Power Conference 


¥ bs ny Pest ae ae Riera, 
an x age Eisen So Fs ite See ere Sn we 


Washington, Dec. 


SUBJECT: Preedon From Debt---Through Bankruptcy 


A set of laws was enacted during the Populist period to 
free the poor from oppressive debt imposed upon them through usury 
anc exploitation by the rich. 


Known as the Federal Bankruptcy Laws, they have been scarcely 
touched by America's poor black people who remain largely ignorant 
of this powerful self-help weapon within their reach. 


Powerful bonking, industrial and political interests do not 
wish poor black people to learn of a tocl they can seize to cut away 
the burden of back rent, back payments on the family TV set or fur- 
niture, unjust high interest loans. And to make sure they don*t 
reach for such a tool, they have spread an image of shamefulness about 
Geclaring bankruptcy. Shameful to ynload weeks of back rent for a 
rundown apartment! Shameful to quit payments on a TV set that, through 
high interest charges, cost him more than it would his rich landlord 
who doesn't have to buy it on time! 


This legal tool holds tremendous promise for the poor in 
your communities. It only remains for black power advocates anc 
leadership to bring its advantages to the attention of«poor black 
victims of our jungle economy, and assist them in using it. 


I propose, therefore, that delegates to this ccenference 


study this proposal and launch a nationwice bankruptcy campaign among 
all poor black citizens. 


(Over) 


2.) 


tam convinced that, properly and swiftly implemented, this 
tool can strike deeply at the economic and credit institutions that 
Gepenc for life upon the exploitation of a certain percentage of 
the population. There can be no uppor or middle economic classes 
without a lower economic class to support it. listory records no 
such feat. 


ile people in history have been exploited more than Afro- 
Americans, No other Americans are more prey to the dehumanizing 
ills of a capatdlistic system---grinding poverty, unemployment, in- 
adequate housing, lousy schools, and year in and year out =~-owing 
"the Man'', 


tic, ne other Americans have more reason to seize and wield 
any tool with which to overthrow this economic tyranny. 


It is a simple tool. The lawyers in your neighborhood pov- 
erty programs are required to assist the poor with any legal pro- 
blems they may have, The cost to a poor person is only fifty dollars, 
and can be paid in installments. 


Black people have paid through the nose for 400 years of 
white privilege and exploitation, They owe not one dime more. Let 
us grab this and any other means, to seize for ourselves Whitey's 
back payments, 


PROPOSAL FOR THE USE OF THE FEDERAL BANKRUPTCY LAW TO 
BENEFIT THE POOR 


Yhe extensive system of national bankruptcy law (Title 11 of the U.S. 
Code) has generally been thought of as existing for the benefit of people 
who fail to make a go of their businesses, or of their personal affairs 
when a considerable sum of momey is involved, and for the benefit of the 
ereditors of these people. The use of bankruptcy for the benefit of the 
poor is relatively non-existent. The purpose of this proposal is to 
suggest that bankruptcy be used widely across the nation by the poor, 
‘yarticularly in the ghetto areas of the big cities and to demonstrate its 
great opportunity and ready availability for use. 


Explanation: 


"at the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. And this 
is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has 
lent to his neighbor; he shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, 
because the Lerd's release has been proclaimed." Holy Bible, Deuteronomy, 
Ch. 15, verses 1-2. 


These words of the Bible point out how the ancient Hebrews were 
directed by the Lord to forgive their neighbors of their debts once every 
seven years so that they might have a fresh start in life. This principle 
is today the keystone of the usefulness of the U.S. bankruptcy law to the 
poor. Under the present law a poor perscen (or, indeed, any person) may 
apply for a discharge of all of his debts in a federal bankruptcy court. 
These debts include money owed to banks, finance companies, personal debts, 
debts reduced to judgment in a lawsuit, rent, telephone bills, charge 
accounts, gas bills, electric bills, and with a few exceptions, all other 
debts of any kind. However, there are two basic catches: 


First, all property except for certain exemptions, primarily furniture, 
clothing, and personal items, must be surrendered to the bankruptcy court. 
These exemptions depend upon state law, and often include a car if used 
in the bankrupt's work. Examples of the:execmptions of some key states are 
listed at the end of this proposal. 


Second, all property, including particularly ears and furniture that 
is in the process of being purchased under a conditional saie, chattel 
mortgage, or other such contract can be repossessed. 


But there are at least partial answers to these two catche 
Any of this property can be sold at fair value up to four month 
filing the bankruptcy papers and the cash used to buy food, other necessi- 
ties, or to buy or pay off debts on exempt property (thereby protecting 
the money from going into the bankruptcy proceedings). Up to a year before 
filing for bankruptcy, property can even be given away. It is always 
better to give or sell to a friend rather than a relative. (2) The debts 
on exempt property (e.g. furniture) can be paid off before filing for 
bankruptcy and thereby protected from repossession; or, as may always be 
done, the debt owed can simply not be listed in the bankruptcy papers and 
the bankrupt can simply continue paying for the wcem. 
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‘Example: 


A simple example might prove useful at this point: Suppose a man 
and his wife owe the following bills and own the following porperty and 
that the man works for $50 per week and his wife works for $40 per week: 


BILLS PROPERTY 
Rent 5.) 206 Ferniture S$ 450 
Gas She (iscluding T.V.) 
Electric 25 Car ye 2,000 
Phone 50 Clothes 350 
Finance Company 650 $2,800 
Bank 350 
Car L650 
T.V. set 95 
Furniture 275 
Groceries 85 
Other assorted bills 350 
$3, /65 


Assume also that the wages of both are under threat of garnishment by 
the finance company and by the other creditors and that they are unable 
to pay and are being constantly harrassed. 


They may file a voluntary petition in bankruptcy, which they can fill 
out themselves, together with the payment of a $50 filing fee (none of 
which neei be paid at the time of filing and all of which may be paid in 
installments over a 6 month period). The filing itself automatically 
operates to make them bankrupts with the following consequences: 


(1) The rent, gas, electric, phone and grocery bills are wiped out 
and made void; (2) the finance company and bank loans are also wiped out 
but any furniture (or other property) that has been placed as security for 
these loans may be taken by the finance company or banks; (3) any and all 
legal proceedings in any state or federal court to collect any of the 
debts are immediately stopped and any further action taken in those pro- 
ceedings against the bankrupts are absolutely void; (4) there is no longer 
any threat of garnishment of any wages; (5) there is a $350 equity (net 
value) to the car; therefore, the bankrupt couple may either elect to 
get their full use out of the car before filing the bankruptcy papers and 
then turn it in or to not include it in the bankruptcy papers and to keep 
paying on it (note: if they continue to pay, they should be sure that 
it is protected by the state exemption law and also is not mortgated as 
security for another debt); (6) the couple keeps the clothes and the non- 
mortgaged furniture (including T.V., books, pictures, utensils, appliances, 
etc.); and (7) the couple must wait six years before they can again take 
the benefits of the bankruptcy law. 


A Few Procedural and Practical Comments: 


(1) Note that no cash is necessary to file the papers, but that the 
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$50 fee must be paid at least in installments over 6 months, otherwise the 
"discharge", which voids finally all the detbs, will not be granted. 


(2) No lawyer is necessary, though it is obviously good to have advice 
of some sort from a person with a working knowledge of. the bankruptcy law. 
Lawyers generally cost $200 or more -- far more than most poople can pay 
and generally one is not absolutely needed. 


(3) The general public is always told that “bankruptcy is bad for 
your credit rating" -- frequently by the loansharks -- who are scared stiff 
of losing their "investments". Nothing could be further from the truth, 
since a person is a far better credit risk after bankruptcy for two simple 
reasons: (a) his financial position is far stronger, and (b) he can't 
take the benefits of the bankruptcy law again for six years. 


(4) Within a few days of filing the petition, the bankruptcy court 
mails cut notices to all the listed creditors. In effect this is legal 
notice to them that their claims are now being voided and that they 
continue to hound the bankrupt at the peril of contempt of the bankruptcy 
court. 


(5) The bankrupt must attend the creditor's meeting called by the 
referee of the bankruptcy court. 


(6) The bankrupt should never agree either orally or in writing 
after the filing of the bankruptcy petition to pay any creditor any part 
or all of the old debt, otherwise the discharge will not be effective 
to void that particular debt. 


Conclusion: 


The great, untapped benefits of the bankrputcy law to the nation's 
poor appears to be almost unknown. For example, in 1964 only about 90 
persons filed petitions for voluntary bankruptcy in the District of Columbia. 
Yet, one could reasonably guess that literally tens of thousands of poor 
nersons have a desperate need of the help cf the bankruptcy law. Ofvcourse, 
nerchants, banks, finance ccmpanies, and public utilities will bitterly 
oppose the expanded use of bankruptcy and may take all sorts of extreme 
measures to prevent its use. Nevertheless, it is the law; and every 
American citizen is entitled to its benefits, regardless of the highly 
disruptive effects that a mass filing of bankruptcies may have upon the 
financial and commercial community.of a particular city or of the nation. 
The real tragedy, of course, is the existence of an oppressive credit 
structure that shackles the poor and the low-wage earner. 


September 26, 1966. 


William L. Higgs 
Counsel for ACT 


Julius W. Hobson 
Chairman of ACT 
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APPENDIX A: FORMS AND EXPLANATORY COMMENT 
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The forms are divided into five parts: 


First, there is the Petition, which is the formal request to the 
Bankruptcy court for relief. This is Form 1. The proper court designation 
can be found by calling up the clerk of the U.S. District Court and asking 
for the information. The judge's name should be left blank, since the 
ense will probably be assigned either to a particular judge or to the 
referee. The bankrupt should fill in his name, address, etc, in the appro- 
priate blanks. Finally, the oath at the end can be taken before the clerk 
at the time of filing all of the papers together; this is probably the 
better, cheaper, and easier procedure. Unless it appears otherwise, the 
papers should all be typed neatly, legal size, and double spaced. 


Second, there is the Statement of Affairs, of the bankrupt, which is a 
eeneral run-down of the bankrupt's financial activities. This is Form Zz. 
(Most poor persons will answer all questions with "none", as is true of 
most of the forms in filing for bankruptcy; nevertheless, the law requires 
that all the forms be filled out in some way.) Items 6 and 7 will rarely 
apply to anyone who is poor. The other itmes are fairly simple and should 
be easy to £111 out. 


Third, there is the Statement of all Debts of Bankrupt, which lists 
all of the debts of the bankrupt by the type of debt involved. This is 
Form 3 (called Schedule A when filed.) Schedule A is divided into five 
parts. The first part calis for the listing of certain types of debts 
that must be paid, if any money is available, before other debts are paid. 
In filling cut this part, it is best to simply state in words, in detail, 
the exact circumstances surrounding the debt to the best of one's ability, 
since the legal terminology can be confusing. The second part calls for 
the listing of debts which are secured by mortgages, conditional credit 
asreements, or by holding such documents as bonds or insurance policies 
as security. The third part calls for the listing of debts which are 
unsecured. The words "contingent, unliquidated, or disputed" mean, 
respectively, "uncertain as to whether actually owed or not, depending 
on whether or not a certain event happens", “uncertain as to how much 
the debt is (such as a damage claim from an auto accident)" and "a disagree- 
ment exists as to whether there's a debt in the first place." “Considera- 
tion of the debt" means "the things or money on- received when the debt 
was created (such as a money loan or eroceries or telephone service’. The 
fourth part calls for the listing of all liabilities on notes or other 
documents which one has done for consideration (generally resulting from 
a business daal). The fifth part requires the listing of all notes or 
other documents that one has signed or "gone on" for no consideration such 
as signing for a friend to help him borrow money). 


Fourth, there is the Statement of all Property of Bankrupt, which lists 
all the property of the bankrupt by the type of property involved. This 
is Form 4 (called Schedule B when filed). Schedule B is divided into six 
parts. he First part calls for the listing of all real estate. ("In- 
cumberance" means “mortgage or other security instrument.) The second 
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part calls for personal property. The third part calls for amounts owed 
to the bankrupt. The fourth part calls for the listing of property, 

for example, that one will own at some future date or that one can 

control the disposition of but does not own himself. Fifth, and very 
important, is the list of property claimed as exempt. This part should be 
fully and carefully filled out, since this determines the property that 
one can keep. (See the Appendix for selected states' exemption laws.) 
Part six calls for a listing of the bankrupt's financial papers. 


Fifth, and finally, there is the Summary of Debts and Assets, (Form 5) 
which can be filled out easily from Forms 3 and 4. Forms 1 through 4 
must be sworn to; this can most easily be done at the time of filing. 
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APPENDIX 2: STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS OF SELECTED STATES 


/Note: This listing is not authoritative, but it does give a seneral idea 
-£ the exemptions of the selected states and of what is to be expected 
from other states./ 


ALABAMA: An occupied homestead (160 acres, $2000); all clothing; all 
family pictures; selected goods ($1000). 


CALIFORNIA: An cecupied homestead ($1000); an occupied house trailer ($2500); 
all clothing; furniture and books ($200); necessary household equipment: 

1 refrigerator, 1 washing machine, 1 sewing machine, 1 stove, beds and 
bedding; pictures; all clothing; food and fuel (3 months); 1 radio, 1 
television; 1 piano; 1 rifle, 1 shotgun; all equipment necessary for trade 

or profession; transportation; automobile ($250) or animal; 50% of earnings 
for 30 days next preceding; benefits from life insurance ($500), disa- 

bility and health insurance ($500); all benefits from government (pension, 
disability benefits, etc.). 


ILLINOIS: An occupied homestead ($1000); all clothes; bible, school books, 
family pictures; selected goods ($400); all benefits from military service: 
(pension disability benefits, etc.) for 1 year next preceding. 


MARYLAND: An occupied homestead; all clothing; selected goods; ($100); 
equipment necessary for profession or trade; all money from insurance. 


MASSACHUSETTS: An occupied homestead ($4000); all clothing; beds and 
bedding; iron stove and fuel ($20); other furniture ($1000); bibles, 
school books; other books ($50); food ($50); 1 sewing machine ($100); 
equipment necessary for profession or trade. 


MICHIGAN: An occupied homestead ($3509); all clothing; family pictures; 
food and fuel (5 months); selected goods, furniture, utensils, books and 
appliances ($1000); equipment necessary for business or trade; all bene- 
fits from insurance. 


MISSISSIPPI: An occupied homestead ($3,000, 160 acres); all clothing; 
school books; family pictures ($1200); furniture ($1200); meat (500 1b.); 
wheat or rice (10 bu.), 40 gallens of sorghum or molasses or cane syrup; 
wages (head of family $100 a month, others $50); benefits from insurance, 
1 sewing machine. 


MISSOURI: An occupied homestead (size and cost vary); all clothing; bible, 
school books; family pictures; furniture ($200); food and fuel ($200) 
equipment of profession or trade; $500 in selected goods. 


NEW YORK: An occupied homestead ($1000); all clothing; bible, school 
books; family pictures; other books ($50); stove; food and fuel (60 days); 
1 refrigerator, i radio, utensils; wedding ring and watch) (S55 ven k 

sewing machine; equipment of profession or t: ade; 90% of earnings 60 days 
next preceding; 90% of income from a trust. 
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OHIO: * An occupied homestead ($1000); clothes ($100 a person); beds and 
bedding; cooking stove; heating stove; fuel for 59 days; all books and 
family pictures; food ($59); earnings 30 days next preceding (80% of first 
$300 and 69% of remainder). 


SOUTH CAROLINA: An occupied homestead ($1000); goods ($590); clothes and 
equipment of profession or trade of head of family ($300); all wages (60 
days); all property of dependents is exempt. 


TEXAS: An occupied homestead ($5000 in town, other 200 acres); all books 
anc pictures; all furniture; all clothes; equipment of profession or 


trade; current wages; benefits from life insurance. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Clothes up to $300/person in family; furniture and 
appliances up to $300; equipment of profession or trade (including car 

up to $500 value); all books and pictures; wages for family head £$200/ 
month, otherwise $69/month) for 2 months to provide for necessaries. 
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FORM 1 


DEBTOR'S PEITTION 


In the District Court of the United States for the District of 


e 


ee 


In the matter of 


: In Bankruptcy No. 
Bankrupt : 


PETITION 


To the Honorable aad 
Judge of the District Court of the United States for the 
District of ; 


The petition of » residing at No. 
Street, 910 County of Line Statewot 
by occupation a __ and employed by 


for engaged in the business of 


A a Diss lastiveam cea nent a So Saheb 
respect ri aly, 
represents: 

1. Your petitioner has had his principal place of business (or has 
resided, or has had his domicile) at , within the above 
judicial district, for a longer portion of the six months immediately 
preceding the filing of this petition than in any other judicial district. 


2. Your petitioner owes debts and is willing to surrender all his 
property for the benefit of his creditors, except such as is exempt by Law, 
and desires to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress relating to bank- 
ruptcy. 

3. The schedule hereto annexed, marked Schedule A. and verified by 
your petitioner's oath, contains a full and true statement of all his 
debts, and, so far as it 1s possible to ascertain, the names and places 
of residence of his creditors, and such further statements concerning said 
debta:as are required by the provisions of said Act. 

4. The schedule hereto annexed, marked Schedule B., and verified by 
your petitioner's oath, contains an accurate inventory of all his property, 
real and personal, and such further statements concerning said property as 
are required by the provisions of said Act. 

5. Petitioner prays, since he has no money to pay the filing fee, that 
he be allowed to pay said fee in installments. 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that he may be adjudged by the court 
to be a bankrupt within the purview of said act. 


Petitioner 


, Attorney, 


State of : 
County of cecic 


(form continued on next page) 


ial na Ve 
" * ae 
0 a sa 
; Ve tie 


ae | j AS iy Ae t or, " f A - | . - 


5 


7 . i 
¥ 2 : it Ay ti 7 ' vd ¥, : i 
‘ : » 
I 


Mot ane 
sie 


ih ats A 


mn : 
‘WOLTITSS. 
Sener ifts sidH aad ot 
LP nds. at eeiade boy ihl Odd Yo udeuoO JdRsverd oa Tp ogee” 
a | ; a tc sofstele 
; wit te santbiost’' —— ea. eeera= ik) Dw ii 35 Soft 
erase Py yon Roe he nt ~iastde 
ao HE Teitpibny we 3 ee Meee ae 
i | wk x a PY LedimEsrqes «. 
* ee r a oe tae ty) e#onteudc iu sorte Tagroali¢ eid bed ned rer fatgoy woz = | : 
} ani" ‘remit etd, Adda eo de ‘s} bolo: ate ed uod mq beh bees 
. Om ghede tl) soak bilone Kira ond, Io ncigudg tounn! p- 252%, Jabs (525 Feat 
bi i: statsjeib Srtodiue vada | ene, of maids gtisFaeq atdd I geLere ond, aha . 
o si 
ats tiocetmerioe of weblileet Poe es¢vl, wows sommiptasel Nee se 
wl art wed yeh SOK Vat, ath one SPINS ¢ f ton thet ain oo Bstens edt. Ao GRAS 
oh 7} ~_ oe wank ote, cousin sO Wie ap ads la skoda ody Riedie os nattead es 5 2 
i | INET = Ge 
an, ; set Be Teday bas. .A sipbeiae bedase , bceesrmig ofJeton slu wsion:, ath’ at ve 
-) SAE 84 Seorago78 seed tute Min adeno.  dipe i FACE susy 
moon ty ny Swine ot? iibiteuer ich of beece Al 3k.en ph oA ae me th 8 
obiee ‘sebiirrsou “9 PHortese Te fara dope iach hs AilLor ald te bowie ihoe 36 
a bf i) Sanh (hFen Se Horas) spbk oy betivpst oF 8h estat: | sy 
Pkotiere bas. .. ff SI haa Donte: hiessesiettte ooiret ile tea Py at «he er 
th anos ie kl eh 3 ewe: Sse S oR he MAAS AAs: 2 Miaiaoii ach! mt 
pais Den ecbatson.9 prensa s se dasuF Woun, bee, Lanse tog faves, ia ; a 
am nt 4 b> gO WEEE jh grmideivosd odd ee a 
nes on edd yeq’ cds Ronen Fut ‘arid ad, aogte ~nvenq Ta: pist+ 2 
{ A 7 


+ FOG pipdank ak oye bere way 
ney bon hoe be wit Ree) adaeds eyes wontissiog’ oy ob 
; i Ler Dene hice to bea ener ac ralagi y ‘abies vie 


Form 1 (continued) 


bie , the petitioner named in the foregoing petiticn, 
do hereby make solemn oath that the statements contained herein are true 
according to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 


sacs ACh Pattee th I RANA a bd Side 
Petitioner 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
day of pode} ; 


er nc AT IS 


(Official character) 
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Form 2 


Statement of Affairs 
(For Bankrupt or Debtor Not Engaged in Business.) 


(Note.--Each question should be answered or the failure to answer 
explained. If the answer is "none,'' this should be stated. If additional 
space’ is needed for the answer to any question, a separate sheet, properly 
identified and made a part hereof, should be used and attached. 

The term, ‘original petition," as used in the following questions, 
shall mean the peittion filed under section 3b or 4a of chapter II1, sec~ 
tion 322 of chapter XI, section 422 of chapter XII, or section 622 of 
chapter XIII.) 


1. Name and residence. 

A. What is your full name? 

b. Where do you now reside? 

c. Where else have you resided during the six years immediately 
preceding the filing of the original petition here? 


2. Occupation and income. 
a. What is you occupation? 
b. Where are you now employed? 
(Give the name and address of your employer, or the address at 
which you carry on your trade or profession, and the length 
of time you have been so employed.) 
c. Have you been in partnership with anyone, OF engaged in any busi- 
ness, during the six years immediately preceding the filing of the original 
petition herein? (If so, give particulars, including names, dates and places. 


d. What amount of income have you received from your trade or pro- 
fession during each of the two years immediately preceding the filing of 
the original petition herein? 

e. What amount of income have you received from other sources during 
each of these two years? (Give particulars including each source, and the 
amount received therefrom. ) 


3. Income tax returns. 
a. Where did you file your last federal and state income tax returns, 
and for what years? 


4. Bank accounts and safe deposit boxes. 

a. What bank accounts have you maintained, alone or together with 
any other person, and in your own or any other name, within the two years 
immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 

(Give the name and address of each bank, the name in which the deposit was 
maintained, and the name of every person authorized to make withdrawals 
from such account.) 

b. What safe deposit boces oF other depository oT depositories have 
you kept or used for your securities, cash or other valuables, within the 
two years immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 
(Give the name and address of the bank or other depository, the name in 
which each box or other depository was kept, the name of every person 
who had the right of access thereto, a brief description of the contents 
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Rorm 29 (conc. ¢) 
thereof, and, if surrendered, when surrendered, or, if transferred, when 
transferred and the name and address of the transferee.) 


5. Books and records. 
a. Have you kept books of account or records relating to your affairs 


within the two years immediately preceding the filing of the original peti- 


tion herein? 
b. In whose possession are these books or records? (Give names and 
addresses.) 

c. Have you destroyed any books of account or records relating to 
your affairs within the two years immediately preceding the filing of the 
original petition herein? (If so, give particulars, including date of destruc- 
tion and reason therefor.) 


6. Property held in trust. ° 

a. What property do you hold in trust for any other person? (Give 
mame and address of each person, and a description of the property and the 
amount of value thereof.) 


7. Prior bankruptcy or other proceedings: assignments for benefit of creditors. 


a. What proceedings under the Bankruptcy Act have been brought by 
or against you during the six years immediately preceding the filing of 
the original peitition herein? (Give the location of the bankruptcy 
court, the nature of the proceeding, and whether a discharge was granted or 
refused, or a composition, arrangement or plan was or was not confirmed.) 

b. Was any of your property, at the time of the filing of the original 
petition herein, in the hands of a receiver or trustee? (Ef so, veive the 
name and location of the court, the nature of the proceeding, a brief 
description of the property, and the name of the receiver or trustee.) 

c. Have you made any assignment of your property for the benefit of 
your creditors, or any general settlement with your creditors. withinsthe 
two years immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 
(If so, give dates, the name of the assignee, and a brief statement of the 
terms of assignment or settlement.) 


8. Suits, executions and attachments. 

a. Have you been party plaintiff or defendant in any suit within the 
year immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 

(If so, give the name and location of the court, the title and nature of 
the proceeding, and the result.) 

b. Has any execution or attachment been levied against your property 
within the four months immediately preceding the filing of the original 
petition herein? (If so, give particulars, including property seized and 
at whose suit.) 


9. Loans repaid. 

a. What repayments of loans have you made during the year immediately 
preceding the filing of the original petition herein? (Five the name and 
address of the lender, the amount of the loan and when received, the amount 
and date when repaid, and, if the lender is a relative, the relationship.) 
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Form 2 (cont'd) 


10. Transfér of. property. 

a. What property have you transferred or otherwise disposed of during 
the year immediately preceding the filing of the criginal petition? (Give 
description of the property, the date of the transfer or disposition, to 
whom transferred or how disposed of, and, i£ the transferee is a relative, 
the relationship, the consideration, if any, received therefor, and the 
disposition of such consideration.) 


il. Losses. 

a. Have you suffered any losses from fire, theft or gambling during 
the year immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 
(If so, give particulars, including dates and the amounts of money or value 
and general description of property lost.) 


Bankrupt /or Debtor/. 


State of : 
County of : ss. 
Ley , the person who subscribed to the foregoing statement 


of affairs, do hereby make solemn oath that the answers therein contained 
are true and complete to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 


Bankrupt /or Debtor/ 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 19 


Sead ni ta ig eee ae Divert ae 
/Official character./ 


FORM 3 


SCHEDULE A-STATEMENT OF ALL DEBTS OF BANKRUPT 
SCHEDULE A-1 


SG) SONS of all creditors to whom priority is secured by the act 


Olen: wre Havel Refers 


PIO ty 


ae-Wages due 
workmen, ser- 
vants, clerks, 
or traveling 

or city sales- 
men on salary 
or commission 
basis, whole 

or part time, 
whether or 

not selling ex- 
Cclusively for the 
bankrupt, to an 
amount not ex- 
ceeding $600 each, 
earned within 
three months 
before filing 
the / petition. 


i} 
| 
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ledger 
or 


voucher 


b.-Taxes due and 

owing to- 

_ (1) The United 
States. 

YD) The State of 

(3) The county, 

district or smu - 

nicipality of 

ey SES Ee 


~e.-(1)Debts owing 


use aml occupancy: ... 


to any person,in- 
“cluding the United 
States is enti- 
tled to priority. 
(2)Rent owing to 
a landlord who is 
entitled to prior 
ity by the laws 
of the State of_, 
accrued within three 
months before filing 
the petition, for actual 
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FORM 3 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE A-2 
Creditors holding securities 


(N.B.-Particulars of securities held, with dates of same, and when they were given, to 
be stated under the names of the several creditors, and also particulars concerning each 
debt, as required by the Act of Congress reluting to bankruptcy, and whether contracted 
as partner or joint contractor with any other person; and if so, with whom.) 
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SCHEDULE A-4 


Creditors whose claims are unsecured 


(N.B.-When the name and residence (or either) of any drawer, maker, indorser, or holder 
of any bill or note, etc., are unknown, the fact must be stated, and also the name and 
residence of the last holder known to the debtor. The debt due to each creditor must 
be stated in full, and any claim by way of set-off stated in the schedule of property.) 
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FORM 3 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE A-4 


Liabilities on notes or bills discounted which ought to be 
paid by the drawers, makers, acceptors, or indorsers 


(N.B.-Tne dates of the notes or bills, and when due, with the names residences, and the 
business or occupation of the drawers, makers, acceptors, or indorsers thereof, are to 
be set forth under the names of the holders. if the names of the holders are not known, 
the name of the last holder known to the debtor shall be stated, and his business and 
place of residence. whe same particulars shall be stated as to notes or bills on which 
the debtor is liable as indorser.) 
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FORM 3 (Cont'd) 


SCHEDULE A-5 
Accommodation paper 


(N.b.-The dates of the notes or bills, and when due, with the names and residences of 
the drawers, makers, acceptors, and indorsers thereof, are to be set forth under the 
names of the holders, if the debtor be liable as drawer, maker, acceptor, or indorser 
thereof, it is to be stated accordingly. if the names of the holders are not known, 
the name of the last holder known to the debtor should be stated, with his residence. 
Give same particulars as to other commercial paper.) 


po Seema een ae 
Reference | Names of |Residences (if |Names and 


Place De ewretner Whetner liabil- |Amount 


i 
\ 


to ledger|holders junknown, that {residences contracted |claim Biity was con- idue or 
or ifact must be of persons | i\disputeditracted as part- jclaim- 
voucher | | 


contractor, or 


stated) accommodated | Iner or joint ed 
| | with any other 


| 
| 
| 


person; and, 


: if So jewitn 
ak rah Pee aoe ee fas 7 whom 
ade ie 28 ai 
| | | 
: | | 
| | | | 
| | : | | Total | | 
eS Se SS ee ee | sn, = _ = a awe 2 =H meee Be ae eee i alee BEE Ee So 
»Petitioner 
OATH TO SCHEDULE A 
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185 , the person who subscribed to the foregoing schedule do hereby make 
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solemn oath that the said schedule is a statement of all my debts in accordance with the 
Act of Congress relating to bankruptcy, according to the best of my knowledge, infor- 
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FORM 4 
SCHEDULE B-STATEMENT OF ALL PROPERTY OF BANKRUPT 
SCHEDULE B-1 


Real estate 
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FORM 4 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE B-3 


Choses in action 
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SCHEDULE B-4 


Property in reversion, remainder, or expectancy, including property held in trust Ong 
the debtor or subject to any power or right to dispose of or to charge. 


(N.B.-A particular description of each interest must be entered, with a statement of the 
location of the property, the names and description of the persons now enjoying the 
same, the value thereof, and from whom and in what manner debtor's interest in such 
property is or will be derived. If all or any of the debtor's property has been con- 
veyed by deed of assignment, or otherwise, for the benefit of creditors, the date of 
such deed should be stated, the name and address of the person to whom the property 

was conveyed, the amount realized as the proceeds thereof, and the disposal of the 

same, as far as known to the debtor.) 
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FORM 4 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE B-5 


Property claimed as exempt from the operation of the act of Congress relating to 
bankruptcy 


(N.B.-Each item of property must be stated, with its valuation, and, if any eportlonn ox 
it is real estate, its location, description and present use.) 
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SCHEDULE B-6 
Books, papers, deeds and writings relating to debtor's business and estate 


The following is a true list of all books, papers, deeds and writings relating to peti- 
tioner's trade, business, dealings, estate and effects, or any part thereof, which, at 
the date of this petition, are in petitioner's possession or under petitioner's custody 
and control, or which are in the possession or custody of any person intnusitet Otepe c.— 
tioner's use, benefit, or advantage; and also of all others which have been heretofore, 
at any time, in petitioner's possession, or under petitioner's custody or control, and 
which are now held by the parties whose names are hereinafter set forth, with the 
reason for their custody of the same. 
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OATH TO SCHEDULE B 
State of 
Ss. 
County of 
1 , the person who subscribed to the foregoing schedule, do hereby 


make solemn oath that the said schedule is a statement of all my property, real and 
personal, in accordance with the Act of Congress relating to bankruptcy, according to 
the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 
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Form 5 


= Summary of debts and assets 
/From the statements of the debtor in Schedules A and B./ 
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Washington, D.C. 
19 Octcber 1966 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: Black Power Advocates 


FROM: Julius W. Hobson, Chairman 
Arrangements Committee 
Black Power Conference 
November 24-26, 1966 
Washington, D.C. 


SUBJECT: Freedon From Debt---Through Bankruptcy 


A set of laws was enacted during the Populist period to 
free the poor from oppressive debt imposed upon them through usury 
anc exploitation by the rich, 


Known as the Federal Bankruptcy Laws, they have been scarcely 
touched by America's poor black people who remain largely ignorant 
of this powerful self-help weapon within their reach. 


Powerful benking, industrial ane political interests do not 
wish poor black people to learn of a tool they can seize to cut away 
the burden of back rent, back payments on the family TV set or fur- 
niture, unjust high interest loans. And to make sure they dontt 
reach for such a tool, they have spread an image of shamefulness about 
declaring bankruptcy. Shameful to unload weeks of back rent for a 
rundown apartment! Shameful to quit payments on a TV set that, through 
high interest charges, cost him more than it would his rich landlord 
who doesn't have to buy it on time! 


This legal tool holds tremendous promise for the poor in 
your communities. It only remains for black power advocates and 
leacership to bring its advantages to the attention ofpoor black 
victims of our jungle economy, and assist them in using it. 


I propose, therefore, that delegates to this conference 


study this proposal and launch a nationwide bankruptcy campaign among 
all poor black citizens. 


(Over) 


Zee) 


I am convinced that, properly and swiftly implemented, this 
tool can strike deeply at the economic and credit institutions that 
Gepend for life upon the exploitation of a certain percentage of 
the population. There can be no uppor or middle economic classes 
without a lower economic class to support it. History records no 
such feat. 


No people in history have been exploited more than Afro- 
Americans. lo other Americans are more prey to the dehumanizing 
ills of a capatdlistic system---grinding poverty, unemployment, in- 
adequate housing, lousy schools, and year in and year out-~-owing 
"the Man!', 


Ho, no other Americans have more reason to seize and wield 
any tool with which to overthrow this economic tyranny. 


It is a simple tool. The lawyers in your neighborhood pov- 
erty programs are required to assist the poor with any legal pro- 
blems they may have. The cost to a poor person is only fifty dollars, 
and can be paid in installments. 


Black people have paid through the nose for 400 years of 
white privilege and exploitation. They owe not one Gime more. Let 
us grab this and any other means, to seize for ourselves ‘hitey's 
back payments, 


“PROPOSAL FOR THE USE OF THE FEDERAL BANKRUPTCY LAW TO 
BENEFIT THE POOR 


The extensive system of national bankruptcy law (Title 11 of the U.S. 
Code) has generally been thought of as existing for the benefit of people 
who fail to make a go of their businesses, or of their personal affairs 
when a considerable sum of momey is involved, and for the benefit of the 
creditors of these people. The use of bankruptcy for the benefit of the 
poor is relatively non-existent. The purpose of this proposal is to 
suggest that bankruptcy be used widely across the nation by the poor, 
yarticularly in the ghetto areas of the big cities and to demonstrate its 
great opportunity and ready availability for use. 


Ip 


planation: 


"At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. And this 
is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has 
lent to his neighbor; he shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, 
because the Lord's release has been proclaimed." Holy Bible, Deuteronomy, 
Ch. 15, verses 1-2. 


These words of the Bible point cut how the ancient Hebrews were 
directed by the Lord to forgive their neighbors of their debts once every 
seven years so that they might have a fresh start in life. This principle 
is today the keystone of the usefulness of the U.S. bankruptcy law to the 
poor. Under the present law a poor persen (or, indeed, any person) may 
apply for a discharge of all of his debts in a federal bankruptcy court. 
These debts include money owed to banks, finance companies, personal debts, 
debts reduced to judgement in a lawsuit, rent, telephone bills, charge 
accounts, gas bills, electric bills, and with a few exceptions, all other 
debts of any kind. However, there are two basic catches: 


First, all property except for certain exemptions, primarily furniture, 
clothing, and personal items, must be surrendered to the bankruptcy court. 
These exemptions depend upon state law, and often include a car if used 
in the bankrupt's work. Examples of the:exemptions of some key states are 
listed at the end of this proposal. 


Second, all property, including particularly cays and furniture that 
is in the process of being purchased under a conditional sate, chattel 
mortgage, or other such contract can be repossessed. 


But there are at least partial answers to these two catches: (1) 
Any of this property can be sold at fair value up to four months before 
filing the bankruptcy papers and the cash used to buy food, other necessi- 
ties, or to buy or pay off debts on exempt property (thereby protecting 
the money from going inte the bankruptcy proceedjings). Up to a year before 
filing for bankruptcy, property can even be given away. It is always 
better to give or sell to a friend rather than a relative. (2) The debts 
on exempt property (e.g. furniture) can be paid off before filing for 
bankruptcy and thereby protected from repossession; or, as may always be 
done, the debt owed can simply not be listed in the bankruptcy papers and 
the bankrupt can simply continue paying for the item. 
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Example: 


A simple example might prove useful at this point: Suppose a man 
and his wife owe the following bills and own the following porperty and 
that the man works for $50 per week and his wife works for $40 per week: 


BILLS PROPERTY 
Rent S$ 200 Ferniture S$ 450 
Gas 35 (including T.V.) 
Electric 25 Carn tes 2,000 
Phone 50 Clothes 350 
Finance Company 650 $2,800 
Bank 350 
Car at ste ®) 
Pav eset 95 
Furniture pe 
Groceries 85 
Other assorted bills we 350 
S3/05 


Assume also that the wages of both are under threat of garnishment by 
the finance company and by the other creditors and that they are unable 
to pay and are being constantly harrassed. 


They may file a voluntary petition in bankruptcy, which they can fill 
out themselves, together with the payment of a $50 filing fee (none of 
which neei be paid at the time of filing and all of which may be paid in 
installments over a 6 month period). The filing itself automatically 
operates to make them bankrupts with the following consequences: 


(1) The rent, gas, electric, phone and grocery bills are wiped out 
and made void; (2) the finance company and bank loans are also wiped out 
but any furniture (or other property) that has been placed as security for 
these loans may be taken by the finance company or banks; (3) any and all 
legal proceedings in any state or federal court to collect any of the 
debts are immediately stopped and any further action taken in those pro- 
ceedings against the bankrupts are absolutely void; (4) there is no longer 
any threat of garnishment of any wages; (5) there is a $350 equity (net 
value) to the car; therefore, the bankrupt couple may either elect to 
get their full use out of the car before filing the bankruptcy papers and 
then turn it in or to not include it in the bankruptcy papers and to keep 
paying on it (mote: if they continue to pay, they should be sure that 
it is protected by the state exemption law and also is not mortgated as 
security for another debt); (6) the couple keeps the clothes and the non- 
mortgaged furniture (including T.V., books, pictures, utensils, appliances, 
etc.); and (7) the couple must wait six years before they can again take 
the benefits of the bankruptcy law. 


A Few Procedural and Practical Comments: 


(1) Note that no cash is necessary to file the papers, but that the 
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$50 fee must be paid at least in installments over 6 months, otherwise the 
"discharge", which voids finally all the detbs, will not be granted. 


(2) No lawyer is necessary, though it is obviously good to have advice 
of some sort from a person with a working knowledge of the bankruptcy law. 
Lawyers generally cost $200 or more -- far more than most poople can pay 
and generally one is not absolutely needed. 


(3) The general public is always told that “bankruptcy is bad for 
your credit rating" -- frequently by the loansharks -- who are scared stiff 
of losing their "investments". Nothing could be further from the truth, 
since a person is a far better credit risk after bankruptcy for two simple 
reasons: (a) his financial position is far stronger, and (b) he can't 
take the benefits of the bankruptcy law again for six years. 


(4) Within a few days of filing the petition, the bankruptcy court 
mails out notices to all the listed creditors. In effect this is legal 
notice to them that their claims are now being voided and that they 
continue to hound the bankrupt at the peril of contempt of the bankruptcy 
court. 


(5) The bankrupt must ettend the creditor's meeting called by the 
referee of the bankruptcy court. 


(6) The bankrupt should never agree either orally or in writing 
after the filing of the bankruptcy petition to pay any creditor any part 
or all of the old debt, otherwise the discharge will not be effective 
to void that particular debt. 


Conclusion: 


The great, untapped benefits of the bankrputcy law to the nation's 
poor appears to be almost unknown. For example, in 1964 only about 90 
persons filed petitions for vcluntary bankruptcy in the District of Columbia. 
Yet, one could reasonably guess that literally tens of thousands of poor 
persons have a desperate need of the help cf the bankruptcy law. Of course, 
merchants, banks, finance companies, and public utilities will bitterly 
oppose the expanded use of bankruptcy and may take all sorts of extreme 
measures to prevent its use. Nevertheless, it is the law; and every 
American citizen is entitled to its benefits, regardless of the highly 
disruptive effects that a mass filing of bankruptcies may have upon the 
financial and commercial community.of a particular city or of the nation. 
The real tragedy, of course, is the existence of an oppressive credit 
structure that shackles the poor and the low-wage earner. 


September 26, 1966. 


William L. Higgs 
Counsel for ACT 


Julius W. Hobson 
Chairman to£ ACT 
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APPENDIX A: FORMS AND EXPLANATORY COMMENT 


The forms are divided into five parts: 


First, there is the Petition, which is the formal request to the 
Bankruptcy court for relief. This is Form 1. The proper court designation 
can be found by calling up the clerk of the U.S. District Court and asking 
for the information. The judge's name should be left blank, since the 
case will probably be assigned either to a particular judge or to the 
referee. The bankrupt should fill in his name, address, etc, in the appro- 
priate blanks. Finally, the oath at the end can be taken before the clerk 
at the time of filing all of the papers together; this is probably the 
better, cheaper, and easier procedure. Unless it appears otherwise, the 
papers should all be typed neatly, legal size, and double spaced. 


Second, there is the Statement of Affairs, of the bankrupt, which is a 
general run-down of the bankrupt's financial activities. This is Form 2. 
(Most poor persons will answer all questions with "none", as is true of 
most of the forms in filing for bankruptcy; nevertheless, the law requires 
that all the forms be filled out in some way.) Items 6 and 7 will rarely 
apply to anyone who is poor. The other itmes are fairly simple and should 
be easy to fill out. 


Third, there is the Statement of all Debts of Bankrupt, which lists 
all of the debts of the bankrupt by the type of debt involved. This is 
Form 3 (called Schedule A when filed.) Schedule A is divided into five 
parts. The first part calls for the listing of certain types cf debts 
that must be paid, if any money is available, before other debts are paid. 
In filling cut this part, it is beet to simply state in words, in detail, 
the exact circumstances surrounding the debt to the best of one's ability, 
since the legal terminology can be confusing. The second part calls for 
the listing of debts which are secured by mortgages, conditional credit 
azreements, or by holding such documents as bonds or insurance policies 
as security. The third part calls for the listing of debts which are 
unsecured, The words "contingent, unliquidated, or disputed" mean, 
respectively, “uncertain as to whether actually owed or not, depending 
on whether or not a certain event happens", "uncertain as to how much 
the debt is (such as a damage claim from an auto accident)" and "a disagree- 
ment exists as to whether there's a debt in the first place." "Considera- 
tion of the debt" means "the things or money on2 received when the debt 
was created (such as a money loan or groceries or telephone service". The 
fourth part calls for the listing of all liabilities on notes or other 
documents which one has done for consideration (generally resulting from 
a business daal). The fifth part requires the listing of all notes or 
other documents that one has signed or "gone on" for no consideration such 
as signing for a friend tc help him borrow money). 


Fourth, there is the Statement of all Property of Bankrupt, which lists 
all the property of the bankrupt by the type of property involved. This 
is Form 4 (called Schedule B when filed). Schedule B is divided into six 
patts. The first part calls for the listing of all real estate. ("In- 
cumberance" means "mortgage or other security instrument".) The second 
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part calls for personal property. The third part calls for amounts owed 
to the bankrupt. The fourth part calls for the listing of property, 

for example, that one will own at some future date or that one can 

control the disposition of but does not own himself. Fifth, and very 
important, is the list of property claimed as exempt. This part should be 
fully and carefully filled out, since this determines the property that 
one can keep. (See the Appendix for selected states’ exemption laws.) 
Part six calls for a listing of the bankrupt's financial papers. 


Fifth, and finally, there is the Summary of Debts and Assets, (Form 5) 
which can be filled out easily from Forms 3 and 4. Forms 1 through 4 
must be sworn to; this can most easily be done at the time of filing. 
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APPENDIX D:__ STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS OF SELECTED STATES 


/Note: This listing is not authoritative, but it does give a general idea 


-£ the exemptions of the selected states and of what is to be expected 
from other states./ | 


ALABAMA: An cccupied homestead (160 acres, $2000); all clothing; all 
family pictures; selected goods ($1000). 


CALIFORNIA: An occupied homestead ($1000); an occupied house trailer ($2500); 
all clothing; furniture and books ($200); necessary household equipment: 

1 refrigerator, 1 washing machine, 1 sewing machine, 1 stove, beds and 
bedding; pictures; all clothing; food and fuel (3 months); 1 radio, 1 
television; 1 piano; 1 rifle, 1 shotgun; all equipment necessary for trade 
or profession; transportation; automobile ($250) or animal; 50% cf earnings 
for 30 days next preceding; benefits from life insurance ($500), disa- 
bility and health insurance ($500); all benefits from government (pension, 
disability benefits, etc.). 


ILLINOIS: An occupied homestead ($1000); all clothes; bible, school bcoks, 
family pictures; selected goods ($400); all benefits from military service. 
(pension disability benefits, etc.) for 1 year next preceding. 


MARYLAND: An occupied homestead; all clothing; selected goods; ($100); 
equipment necessary for profession or trade; all money from insurance, 


MASSACHUSETTS: An occupied homestead ($4000); all clothing; beds and 
bedding; iron stove and fuel ($20); other furniture ($1000); bibles, 
school books; other books ($50); food ($50); 1 sewing machine ($100); 
equipment necessary for profession or trade. 


MICHIGAN: An occupied homestead ($3500); all clothing; family pictures; 
fcod and fuel (6 months); selected goods, furniture, utensils, books and 
appliances ($1000); equipment necessary for business or trade; all bene- 
fits from insurance. 


MISSISSIPPI: An occupied homestead ($3,000, 160 acres); all clothing; 
school books; family pictures ($1200); furniture ($1200); meat (500 1b.); 
wheat or rice (10 bu.), 40 gallons of sorghum or molasses or cane syrup; 
wages (head of family $100 a month, others $50); benefits from insurance; 
1 sewing machine. 


MISSOURI: An occupied homestead (size and cost vary); all clothing; bible, 
school books; family pictures; furniture ($200); food and fuel ($200); 
equipment of profession or trade; $500 in selected goods. 


NEW YORK: An occupied homestead ($1000); all clothing; bible, school 
books; family pictures; other books ($50); stove; food and fuel (60 days); 
1 refrigerator, 1 radio, utensils; wedding ring and watch ($35); 1 

sewing machine; equipment of profession or t ade; 90% of earnings 60 days 
next preceding; 90% of income from a trust. 
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OHIO: * An occupied homestead ($1000); clothes ($100 a person); beds and 
bedding; cooking stove; heating stove; fuel for 50 days; all books and 
family pictures; food ($59); earnings 30 days next preceding (80% of first 
$300 and 60% of remainder). 


SOUTH CAROLINA: An occupied homestead ($1000); g00ds ($500); clothes and 
equipment of profession or trade of head of family ($300); all wages (60 
days); all property of dependents is exempt. 


TEXAS: An occupied homestead ($5000 in town, other 200 acres); all books 
and pictures; all furniture; all clothes; equipment of profession or 
trade; current wages; benefits from life insurance. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Clothes up to $300/person in family; furniture and 
appliances up to $300; equipment of profession or trade (including car 

up to $500 value); all books and pictures; wages for family head £$209/ 
month, otherwise $69/month) for 2 months to provide for necessaries. 


uy : 
Bay 
Wd 


ye 
initog meen) eapestay qsontey’ teil 
Ah ty POR ust fouk ~avise yatzesns Aavy Ee 
Henna “aeaft lew ne ensinise s(heay, oy, 
. Ciatind } 


ee HOU Le): sateaan ! ya quaoe akin 
yet 3 tc insti C20 3% Faaul 


oJ OND ol hd Be ences =< ae fr “i 
) : ey a mT 
To” S iacommeeean 2 beeineet! bonquas OTN. < Sah 
Tomi po aap ees fin} {earess gi 
‘ Sonnzornn on? mn - _ ad on0% oT ‘ 


ee Sefton? Me non tae VCee. 2% 7, RANI ~ 3 rote 4 fora 
ee: ORIS 3 Hyinnsiet; Ad dnseag to UTE? BS qe aes 
mt WOT geaet puototolg inn iio Tle Gomi am 
Ss rs ‘ mn , peer, 
Pr: Rreoon ct i. shive + - eritnaa ¢ 4 (ddatcer Oe oa Anita ef 


4 : | 


cis ee 
a 7 at ai i) 


FORM 1 


DEBTOR'S PEITTION 


In the District Court of the United States for the District of 


e 


In the matter of 


In Bankruptcy No. 


Bankrupt 


PETITION 


To the Honorable ees 
Judge of the District Court of the United States for the 
District of ; 


The petition of » residing at No. 
Street, in eGeunty or » State of 
by occupation a and employed by 
/or engaged in the business of . “7, respectfully 


represents? 

1. Your petitioner has had his principal place of business (or has 
resided, or has had his jiomicile) et » within the above 
judicial district, for a longer portion of the six months immediately 
preceding the filing of this petition than in any cther judicial district. 


2. Your petitioner owes debts and is willing to surrender all his 
property for the benefit of his creditors, except such as is exempt by law, 
and desires to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress relating to bank- 
ruptcy. 

3. The schedule hereto annexed, marked Schedule A. and verified by 
your petitioner's oath, contains a full and true statement of all his 
debts, and, so far as it is possible to ascertain, the names and places 
of residence of his creditors, and such further statements concerning said 
debts as are required by the provisions of said Act. 

4. The schedule hereto annexed, marked Schedule B., and verified by 
your petitioner's oath, contains an accurate inventory of all his property, 
veal and personal, and such further statements concerning said property as 
are required by the provisions of said Act. 

5. Petitioner prays, since he has no money to pay the filing fee, that 
he be allowed to pay said fee in installments. 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that he may be adjudged by the court 
to be a bankrupt within the purview of said act. 


Petitioner 


; Attorney; 
State of 


County of SS. 


(form continued on next page) 
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Form 1 (continued) 


Ls , the petitioner named in the foregoing petition, 
do hereby make solemn oath that the statements contained herein are true 
according to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 


nN IL EL LL EE SED, 


Petitioner 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
day of anys, : 


LS 


(Official character) 


Ee 
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Form 2 


Statement of Affairs 
(For Bankrupt or Debtor Not Engaged in Business.) 


(Note.--Each question should be answered or the failure to answer 
explained. If the answer is "none,'' this should be stated. If additional 
space’ is needed for the answer to any question, a separate sheet, properly 
identified and made a part hereof, should be used and attached. 

The term, “original petition," as used in the following questions, 
shall mean the peittion filed under section 3b or 4a of chapter III, sec- 
tion 322 of chapter XI, section 422 of chapter XII, or section 622 of 
chapter XIII.) 


1. Name and residence. 

A. What is your full name? 

b. Where do you now reside? 

c. Where else have you resided during the six years immediately 
preceding the filing of the original petition here? 


2. Occupation and income. 
a. What is you occupation? 
b. Where are you now employed? 
(Give the name and address of your employer, or the address at 
which you carry on your trade or profession, and the length 
of time you have been so employed.) 
c. Have you been in partnership with anyone, or engaged in any busi- 
ness, during the six years immediately preceding the filing of the original 
petition herein? (If so, give particulars, including names, dates and places.) 


d. What amount of income have you received from your trade or pro- 
fession during each of the two years immediately preceding the filing of 
the original petition herein? 

e. What amount of income have you received from other sources ‘during 
each of these two years? (Give particulars including each source, and the 
amount received therefrom.) 


3. Income tax returns. 
a. Where did you file your last federal and state income tax returns, 
and for what years? 


4. Bank accounts and safe deposit boxes. 

a. What bank accounts have you maintained, alone or together with 
any other person, and in your own or any other name, within the two years 
immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 

(Give the name and address of each bank, the name in which the deposit was 
maintained, and the name of every person authorized to make withdrawals 
from such account.) 

b. What safe deposit boces or other depoSitory or depositories have 
you kept or used for your securities, cash or other valuables, within the 
two years immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 
(Give the name and address of the bank or other depository, the name in 
which each box or other depository was kept, the name of every person 
who had the right of access thereto, a brief description of the contents 
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Form 2 (cont'd) 


thereof, and, if surrendered, when surrendered, or, if transferred, when 
transferred and the name and address of the transferee. ) 


5. Books and records. 

; a. Have you kept books of account or records relating to your affairs 
within the two years immediately preceding the filing of the original peti- 
tion herein? 


woot. Bb. In whose possession are these books or records? (Give names and 


addresses.) 

c. Have you destroyed any books of account or records relating to 
your affairs within the two years immediately preceding the filing of the 
original petition herein? (If so, give particulars, including date of destruc- 
tion and reason therefor.) 


6. Property held in trust. 

a. What property do you hold in trust for any other person? (Give 
name and address of each person, and a description of the property and the 
amount of value thereof.) 


7. Prior bankruptcy or other proceedings: assignments for benefit of creditors. 

a. What proceedings under the Bankruptcy Act have been brought by 
or against you during the six years immediately preceding the Pings or 
the original peitition herein? (Give the location of the bankruptcy 
court, the nature of the proceeding, and whether a discharge was granted or 
refused, or a composition, arrangement or plan was or was not confirmed.) 

b. Was any of your property, at the time of the filing of the original 
petition herein, in the hands of a receiver or trustee? (If so, give the 
name and location of the court, the nature of the proceeding, a brief 
description of the property, and the name of the receiver or trustee.) 

c. Have you made any assignment of your property for the benefit of 
your creditors, or any general settlement with your creditors, within the 
two years immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 
(If so, give dates, the name of the assignee, and a brief statement of the 
terms of assignment or settlement.) 


8. Suits, executions and attachments. 

a. Have you been party plaintiff or defendant in any suit within the 
year immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 

(If so, give the name and location of the court, the title and nature of 
the proceeding, and the result.) 

b. Has any execution or attachment been levied against your property 
within the four months immediately preceding the filing of the original 
petition herein? (If so, give particulars, including property seized and 
at whose suit.) 


9. Loans repaid, 

a. What repayments of loans have you made during the year immediately 
preceding the filing of the original petition herein? (Five the name and 
address of the lender, the amount of the loan and when received, the amount 
and date when repaid, and, if the lender is a relative, the relationship.) 
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Form 2 (cont'd) 


10. Transfér of. property. 

a. What property have you transferred or otherwise disposed of during 
the year immediately preceding the filing of the criginal petition? (Give 
description of the property, the date of the transfer or disposition, to 
whom transferred or how disposed of, and, if the transferee is a relative, 
the relationship, the consideration, if any, received therefor, and the 
disposition of such consideration.) 


ll. Losses. 

a. Have you suffered any losses from fire, theft cr gambling during 
the year immediately preceding the filing of the original petition herein? 
(If so, give particulars, including dates and the amounts of money or value 
and general description of property lost.) 


Bankrupt /or Debtor/. 


State of : 
County of + Ss: 
i, , the person who subscribed to the foregoing statement 


of affairs, do hereby make solemn oath that the answers therein contained 
are true and complete to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 


Bankrupt /or Debtor/ 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 19 


yOLticial character./ 


ie 


ae Wai 


% or 


elo. 80. ‘$axofione i, wong at 3 
rhivany ott; 36 nae ra mh sh] utthes 
wing ae s1ke "GRE to. Petanesd 03 Bovesrh sen. yaeageny ona, 
Pian Es peteienct ety 2f . one vd | kagegath wd toh f 
ky sia f 249 volwnany Pavaegnt vein 32 MOLE TALE MID nig sghde rad 

j i SS TS arp (.onistetebinana dive Bp andyl 
he ¥ i ; Oe 7 re aii <2 ; 4, - 
yer a | grey 
¥ sahstet eee a) ws eO1F1 mow ageacd yae bertstive wav avell: } 


v4! 
nets Sabu, POEL Ibe foie OHS Bo parit ct) sathaoys glee fiaeued Find ae 
py Sulpy Bi et Aan +9 Fn B wid Poh aoges aabtel our ery tee igtuq svi of or | a 
ly ik ‘ ; - f “ 7 bed 5 5 ’ ; 
1 ; C.F ft VaWao be Ly x DOF SCs soaad [st900, Bar : 7 
ae Ay be) ou : : : rf = Wer 
| Pre aan 
6 em te oo 0 mene 4 - 
. Leesa > werk Sens ira 
p — 
. aY 7 
a Parra ee to cays? 
a nas iste ee ne 
i : Pay 58 7 
; ‘ 
SOOCaInee Silineycs ois 43 beftvoadus orlw costed ads Pe» 
. uP tha : ; , ; - a - I - 
(MONA S (ress AyeveUGN EsiX Inds dip: wemelou oem yoorse —b .SeiReap te 
gy Fakta Ke smraeiiagnt »srbalwond » 8 aff a2 sisic¢ncs Son sere is | a 
4) | 
al 
‘n i | ; 


- i iaiied aitheetientiainetiniiael i a ee ee 


(ane - eatslety Bek Sqr sales. f 
La b 7 y a > : 
: 


o 
dey. ce’ Oe = ey SNL B23 vi aw25d O3 trwe far bhellisoaders 


4 i] oe 2 NE ey . ee rs q 7 = 
4 rj + nt 


ae Al | : 
Diy Aerie ET ae Sa Te oe Se , 
ai etan isis Thesis) os 


7 


FORM 3 


SCHEDULE A-STATEMENT OF ALL DEBTS OF BANKRUPT 
SCHEDULE A-1 


Statement of all creditors to whom priority is secured by the act 
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FORM 3 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE A-2 
Creditors holding securities 


(N.B.-Particulars of securities held, with dates of same, and when they were given, to 
be stated under the names of the several creditors, and also particulars concerning each 
debt, as required by the Act of Congress releting to bankruptcy, and whether contracted 
as partner or joint contractor with any other person; and if so, with whom. ) 


oe 


Reference !|Name of Residences (if un- Description! When and where! Whether ‘Value Amount 


to ledger:creditors known, that fact of idebts were ca+;claim is of aue.or 
ete ! ‘must be stated) securities |tracted, and ;contin- isecu- |Claim- 
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,Petitioner 


SCHEDULE A-3 
Creditors whose claims are unsecured 


(N.B.-When the name and residence (or either) of any drawer, maker, indorser, or holder: 
of any bill or note, etc., are unknown, the fact must be stated, and also the name and 
residence of the last holder known to the debtor. The debt due to each creditor must 
be stated in full, and any claim by way of set-off stated in the schedule of property.) 
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FORM 3 (Cont'd) 


OCHEDULE 


A-4 


Liabilities on notes or bills discounted which ought to be 


paid by the drawers, makers, acceptors, 


or indorsers 


(N.B.-The dates of the notes or bills, and when due, with the names residences, and the 
business or occupation of the drawers, makers, acceptors, or indorsers thereof, are to 


be set forth under the names of the holders. 


if the names of the holders are not known, 


the name of the last holder known to the debtor shall be stated, and his business and 
place of residence. he same particulurs shall be stated as to notes or bills on which 
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FORM 3 (Cont'd) 


SCHEDULE A-5 
Accommodation paper 


(N.b.-The dates of the notes or bills, and when due, with the names and residences of 
the drawers, makers, acceptors, and indorsers thereof, are to be set forth under the 
names of the holders, if the debtor be liable as drawer, maker, acceptor, or indorser 
thereof, it is to be stated accordingly. if the names of the holders are not known, 
the name of the last holder known to the debtor should be stated, with his residence. 
Give" same See ORs as to other CORE Tea. paper.) 
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»Petitioner 
OATH TO SCHEDULE A 
State of 
Ss. 
Cournty= ot 
hie , the person who subscribed to the foregoing schedule do hereby make 


yom oath that the said schedule is a statement of all my debts in accordance with the 
Act of Congress relating to bankruptcy, according to the best of my knowledge, infor- 


mation, and belief. ,»Petitioner 


subscribed and sworn to before me this day of A AUS) 


(Official character) 
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FORM 4 
SCHEDULE B-STATEMENT OF ALL PROPERTY OF BANKRUPT 


SCHEDULE B-1l 
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SCHEDULE B-2 
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b.-Negotiable and non-negotiable instruments and | 
securities of any description, including | 
stocks in incorporated companies, interests | 
in joint stock companies, and the like (each | | 
tio We AS'e POUL MSE DAL ALCL Y rere motets ce isiere ne che ce 
cy-otocksinstrade seine eebusingsc ote mens a tle, | 
Ot NG V esl MOT ment eter erel erence ele rete oie ier eet cists elcieiels 
d.-Household goods and furniture, household 
stores, wearing apparel and ornaments of the 
DEVSOM ers cercrete craters eh ekets tele letetelclets aie tolstatenel te tel etetestel ets 
Cr BOOKS f PriniGae scan DUC LUT OS. crc cle cus «clot elelsiele olvicisl ons 
f.-Horses, cows, sheep, and other animals (with 
NuUMbeT MOL PEA CIT ee etetetets Ceeretere eee eterers stare assets eels 
g@e-Automobiles and other vehiclesS.......eeerecsceee 
h.-Farming stock and implements of husbandry....... 
i f=Shipping, and snares Inevessels or. .-itecissicicece 
j.-Machinery, fixtures, apparatus, and tools used 
in business, with the place where each is 
SAsLUGGEC cecheleiic shone <Meiewelteie lcs olehale clus elclieGaile oe che oie) eielels 
k.-Patents, copyrights, and trade-marks.....-....«- 
1.-Goods or personal property of any other descrip- 
tion, with the place where each is situated....- 
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FORM 4 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE B-3 


Choses in action 
nie See ‘ 
ae-Debts due petitioner on open BCCOUN NT ee eee 
be-Policies of inSUFANCEescesssseecssssecosecssens 
c.-Unliguidated claims of every nature, 

with their -estimatedevaltee ws weenie ee) 
d.-Deposits of money in banking insti- 

tutions and elSEWhETEs ee ccccevcsveveeevesecees 


»Petitioner 


SCHEDULE B-4 


Property in reversion, remainder, or expectancy, including property held in trust for 
the debtor or subject to any power or right to dispose of or to charge. 


(N.B.-A particular description of each interest must be entered, with a statement of the 
location of the property, the names and description of the persons now enjoying the 
same, the value thereof, and from whom and in what manner debtor's interest in such 
property is or will be derived. If all or any of the debtor's property has been con- 
veyed by deed of assignment, or otherwise, for the benefit of creditors, the date of 
such deed should be stated, the name and address of the person to whom the property 

was conveyed, the amount realized as the proceeds thereof, and the disposal of the 

same, as far as known to the debtor.) 


General int | i ipti ; 
eres ee eee Ces eee ee nterest 
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Persona De vroOped Uy at. sie cletela etateleleuetd cialeictcls cisre 
Property in money, stock, shares, bonds, 

ANNUNETICS.. CCC oc cc ciele eines ee clsseir els se late ss 
Rights and powers, legacies and bequests. 


Property heretofore conveyed for 


Total | 
benefit of creditors. ee eee 


——— 
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Portion of debtor's property conveyed by | | Amount realiged as 
deed of assignment, or otherwise, for : SaRRRCLRS ee Wrop- 
the benefit of creditors; date of such | | erty conveyed. 
deed, name and address of party to whom | sre 2 
conveyed; amount realized therefrom, and! 
disposal of same, as far as known to | 
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Sum or sums paid to counsel, and to whom | 
for filing fees or costs and for serv- 
ices rendered or to be rendered in this 
PanNkTuptCyessccseevscrceecceveverecereves 
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FORM 4 (Cont'd) 
SCHEDULE B-5 


Property claimed as exempt from the operation of the act of Congress relating to 
bankruptcy 


(N.B.-Each item of property must be stated, with its valuation, and, if any portion of 


ne mews : Sm pasate no : oe 


- Valuation 


ee 
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Property claimed to be exempt by the laws of the United States 
with reference to the statute creating the exemption......... 


Property claimed to be exempt by State laws, with reference 
to the statute creatince tunes e xem BOM. ccrstelsis cle aie sie etersis sleisitieic 


| Total | 


SCHEDULE B-6 
Books, papers, deeds and writings relating to debtor's business and estate 


The following is a true list of all books, papers, deeds and writings relating to peti- 
tioner's trade, business, dealings, estate and effects, or any part thereof, which, at 
the date of this petition, are in petitioner's possession or under petitioner's custody 
and control, or which are in the possession or custody of any person in trust for peti- 
tioner's use, benefit, or advantage; and also of all others which have been heretofore, 
at any time, in petitioner's possession, or under petitioner's custody or control, and 
which are now held by the parties whose names are hereinafter set forth, with the 
reason for their custody of the same. 


»Ppetitioner 


OATH TO SCHEDULE B 


State of 
SS. 
County of 
iy , the person who subscribed to the foregoing schedule, do hereby 


make solemn oath that the said schedule is a statement of all my property, real and 
personal, in accordance with the Act of Congress relating to bankruptcy, according to 
the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

»Petitioner 
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MEMORANDUM 


April 25, 1965 


Subject: Demands regarding Welfare revisions 


1. ACT demands that Fair Employment Practice, Minimum Wage, Fair Housing 
and Rent Control legislation be implemented in order that the poor 
will be enabled to become a part of the economy rather than be faced 
with a lifetime of existence at the subsistance level on welfare. 


2. ACT demands that Welfare laws, rules, and regulations be administred 
in such a manner as to help an individual through a crisis and back 
on to his feet rather than in a manner which Re ae eee 
and saps human initiative from the recipéents. Asq S ecihe. Fist step: 
ACT drmonas thy, abolition ofthe Weltave bept is vlan th 2 Se, rae, 

3, ACT demands the abolition of Junior Village and raising welfare grants 
and foster care rates to a realistict level in order that all children 
can be raised if not in their own homes than a home life atmosphere. 
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October 23, 1964 


MEMORANDUM 
TO : James G, Banks, Director, United Planning Organization 
FROM : Julius Hobson, Chairman, Washington ACT 


SUBJECT : ACT referrals to UPO of "hard-core" persons needing work 


On September 26, 1964, officers of Washington ACT met with 
you to discuss our concdrn with UPO's apparent ineffectiveness in 
dealing with the immediate problems of the unemployed, the poorly fed 
and the poorly housed in Washington, D.C. You stated your conviction 
that long range planning for an eventual thriving community is in the 
best interests of the dispossessed. We then pointed out that history 
demonstrates that hungry and destitute human beings do not wait for 
long range planning schemes to develop and that control of their 
reactions to neglect in an affluent society is precarious at best. [In 
view of the fact that UPO had made inadequate contact with the people 
most in need of economic and social assistance, you indicated that the 
Youth Employment Counselling Center, a UPO affilliate would try to 
find employment for 25 persons taken from ACT's unemployment roster, 
This roster you will recall is compiled by the Employment Committee of 
ACT as part of its own active program of finding work for unemployed 
persons without skills, education or training. 


Mr. Cassell, Chairman of ACT's Employment Committee was 
contacted on September 29, 1964 by your Mr. Tutman and a specific 
request was made for a teacher aide to accept part-time employment. 

A Miss Sheraldine Jones was referred to Mr. Tutman's office. She 
tells us however, she was in turn referred by that office to the 
United States Employment Office. Also, a Mrs. Beasley was referred, 
She later rejected this offer in view of the fact that the few hours 
of work being offerred at the very low hourly rate would not meet her 
needs considering the costs and time of transportation to the job. On 
October 6, 1964, Mr. Cassell notified Mr. Tutman that we would be 
furnishing the 25 persons UPO requested on Saturday, October 10, 1964. 
Mr. Tutman indicated that his staff would no doubt encounter some 
difficulties with as many as 25 applicants. ACT then volunteered the 
services of as many of its own members as would be needed. 
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On October 10, 1964, ACT carried 25 unemployed 6 64) « 
the Youth Employment Counseling Center along with 6 profess... .~ 

who are members of ACT to Supplement your staff in the interviewing 
process. The majority of these applicants had limited educational 
backgrounds and were without skills. On the average they had been 
without work for three to twelve months, The men had worked previously 
as porters, dishwashers and drivers. One of them had sales experience 
and had won prizes in city wide contests for his photographic work, 

The women had worked previously as maids and typists. Some of them 
had no work experience, some were recent high school graduates, others 
were school “push-outs", 


It is our hope that your organization will develop ways of 
getting into the community and reaching those most in need of help, 
enabling them to overcome the obstacles to their gainful employment, 
in view of ACT's contact with substantial numbers of such persons in the 
community please feel free to contact us anytime we can be of service, 


J.W.H, 


cc: Presidents Committee on Juvenile Delinquency 
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October 23, 1964 


MEMORANDUM 
TO : James G. Banks, Director, United Planning Organization 
FROM : Julius Hobson, Chairman, Washington ACT 


SUBJECT : ACT referrals to UPO of “hard-core” persons needing work 


On September 26, 1964, officers of Washington ACT met with 
you to discuss our conc@rn with UPO's apparent ineffectiveness in 
dealing with the immediate problems of the unemployed » the poorly fed 
and the poorly housed in Washington, D.C. You stated your conviction 
that long range planning for an eventual thriving community is in the 
best interests of the dispossessed. We then pointed out that history 
demonstrates that hungry and destitute human beings do not wait for 
leng range planning schemes to develop and that control of their 
reactions to neglect in an affluent society is precarious at best. In 
view of the fact that UPO had made inadequate contact with the people 
most in need of economic and social assistance » you indicated that the 
Youth Employment Counselling Center, a UPO affilliate, would try to 
find employment for 25 persons taken from ACT's unemployment roster. 
This roster, you will recall, is compiled by the Employment Committee of 
ACT as part of its own active program of finding work for unemployed 
persons without skilis, education or training. 


Mr. Cassell, Chairman of ACT's Employment Committee was 
contacted on September 29, 1964 by your Mr. Tutman and a specific 
request was made for a teacher aide to accept part-time employment. 

A Miss Sheraldine Jones was referred to Mr. Tutman's office. She 
tells us however, she was in turn referred by that office to the 
United States Employment Office. Also, a Mrs. Beasley was referred. 
She later rejected this offer in view of the fact that the few hours 
of work being offerred at the very low hourly rate would not meet her 
needs considering the costs and time of transportation to the job. On 
October 6, 1964, Mr. Cassell notified Mr. Tutman that we would be 
furnishing the 25 persons UPO requested on Saturday, October 10, 1964, 
Mr. Tutman indicated that his staff would no doubt encounter some 
difficulties with as many as 25 applicants. ACT then volunteered the 
services of as many of its own members as would be needed. 
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On October 10, 1964, ACT carried 25 unemployed persens to 
the Youth Employment Counseling Center along with 6 professionals 
who are members of ACT to supplement your staff in the interviewing 
process. The majority of these applicants had limited educational 
backgrounds and were without skills. On the average they had been 
without work for three to twelve months, The men had worked previously 
as porters, dishwashers and drivers. One of them had sales experience 
and had won prizes in city wide contests for his photographic work. 
The women had worked previously as maids and typists. Some of them 


had no work experience, some were recent high school graduates, others 
were school “push-outs", Wl 


It Ze ew b that wane nvannisatian will develop ways of 
getting into the communi ty and reaching those most in need of a 
enabling them to overcome the obstacles to their gainful yi arimescning ie 
In view of ACT’s contact with substantial numbers of such persons re 
community please feel free te contact us anytime we can be of service. 


ce: Presidents Committee on Juvenile Delinquency 
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2027 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036 phone 234-4722 @ New York address: 20 West 40th St. New York 18, phone BRyant 9-1400 


MEMO: No, 76 
TO? Cooperating Organizations | Sept.29, 1965 


FROM: Arnold Aronson, Secretary 


OUR NEW GOAL: HOUSE ACTION ON MINIMUM WAGE 


We still have a good chance, in the remaining weeks of this session 
of Congress, to get the House to act on one of tlhe things that can give ad- 
ditional meaning to many of the rights secured by the Civil Rights Act of 
1964: a decent wage. 


The Second Monday In October 


Thebbid 1M tosralseptherminamumyWage itor Sin 5am hour bye ooo ean 
extend coverage to 7.9 million workers can be wrested from the House Rules 
Committee, which would like to kill it. Under the rules adopted by the 
House back in January, a petition was filed on the bill that permits it 
to be brought up 21 days after the Rules Committee has considered it with- 
out taking anyeactton. ] Such) petitions: canwbe brought wplonly Ton wivemseccona 
and fourth Mondays of each month and the petition for minimum wage was set 
to be br ought up on September 27. However, the D.C. Home Rule bill took 
precedence and minimum wage was temporarily put aside. The next time the 
bill can come before the House is Monday, October 11. And the Leadership 
Conference has received certain assurance that if the House is still in 
session on the llth, the minimum wage bill will be brought up. 


It mow sappears likely that) Congress widtl still besingsescion zon 
the 11th.) That) now!) becomes the deadline forjall ofpus interested an 
seeing this vital measure advanced, 


How Good Is The Minimum Wage Bill? 


The bill (H.R.10518) would make important and substantive improve- 
ments in the minimum wage structure through amendments to the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. For those workers already covered by the Act, the minimum 
wold: be ‘raised in a series of Steps) toysl.75 an hour by 1968. For newly— 
covered workers, the $1.75 an hour minimum would be reached by 1970. Just 
as important as the increases are the proposed improvements in coverage. 
About 7.9 million new workers would be brought under the Act, many of them 


= jteaies = 


“Cooperation in the Common Cause of Civil Rights for All” 


> ®) 


A. ME E. ZION CHURCH 
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY 

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY 
_AMALGAMATED CLOTHING WORKERS OF AMERICA 
AMALGAMATED MEAT CUTTERS AND BUTCHER WORKMEN 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION Ail aS acy ee 
AMERICAN ETHICAL UNION 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

“AFL-CIO sy 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

AMERICAN NEWSPAPER GUILD 

AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 

AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B‘NAI B‘RITH 

A, PHILIP RANDOLPH FOUNDATION 

B'NAL B’RITH WOMEN 

BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS 

CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL COUNCIL 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENT 

CHRISTIAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN SERVICE COMMISSION 
CITIZENS LOBBY FOR FREEDOM & FAIR PLAY 

COLLEGE YCS NATIONAL STAFF _ 

GONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 


COUNCIL FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTION — UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY 

EPISCOPAL SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL AND RAGIAL UNITY 
FRONTIERS INTERNATIONAL 

HADASSAH 


HOTEL, RESTAURANT EMPLOYEES & BARTENDERS 
INTERNATIONAL UNION 


IMPROVED BENEVOLENT & PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS 
OF THE WORLD 
INDUSTRIAL UNION DEPARTMENT — AFL-CIO 
INTERNATIONAL LADIES GARMENT WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA 
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ELECTRICAL, RADIO & MACHINE WORKERS 
fOTA PH] LAMBDA, INC, 
_ JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS 
LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION GF AMERICA 
LEAGUE FOR INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 
NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF POSTAL EMPLOYEES 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE | 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COLORED WOMEN’S CLUBS, INC: 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF NEGRO BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL 
WOMEN'S CLUBS, INC. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION REAL ESTATE BROKERS, INC, . are 


NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, USA 

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL BEAUTY CULTURISTS LEAGUE, INC. 
NATIONAL CATHOLIC SOCIAL ACTION CONFERENCE tg hips 
NATIONAL CATHOLIC CONFERENCE FOR INTERRACIAL JUSTICE ot - ’ a 


oo 


vs mel Ags 
aN 


a heeee eve ae 


COOPERATING ORGANIZATIONS 


_ UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA. 

-UNITED TRANSPORT SERVICE EMPLOYEES OF AMERICA 

WOMEN’S: INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM, 
WORKERS DEFENSE LEAGUE ae : 


oo lia tire és: 
NATIONAL comMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC MEN 7 | 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN siwe 


= 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES — COMMISSION ON RELIGION ; 
AND RACE : 


oS 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 
He Sil i 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN’ 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PUERTO RICAN VOLUNTEERS mi 


’ NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS, INC. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL ON AGRICULTURAL LIFE AND LABOR 
NATIONAL FARMERS UNION 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGE STUDENTS 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF SETTLEMENTS AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS 


NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL NEWMAN CLUB FEDERATION 
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 

NEGRO AMERICAN LABOR COUNCIL 


NORTH AMERICAN FEDERATION OF THE THIRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS 


NORTHERN STUDENT MOVEMENT 
OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC. 

PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY 

PHI DELTA KAPPA SORORITY 

PIONEER WOMEN 

PRESBYTERIAN INTERRACIAL COUNCIL 

RETAIL, WHOLESALE & DEPARTMENT STORE UNION 

SOUTHERN BEAUTY CONGRESS 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

STATE, COUNTY, MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES. 

STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

TEXTILE WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA 

TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS ; 


UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION — COMMISSION ON 
RELIGION AND RACE 


., UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 


UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKERS OF AMERICA 
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

UNITED HEBREW TRADES 

UNITED PACKINGHOUSE, FOOD & ALLIED WORKERS 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, OFFICE OF CHURCH 
AND SOCIETY : : 
uf 


UNITED RUBBER WORKERS 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
UNITED STATES YOUTH COUNCIL 

UNITED STEELWORKERS OF AMERICA ; 


WORKMEN’ § CIRCLE Ay 
a) WOMEN’S cH HOS HMASSOCIATO OF THE U.S.A. 


MEMO No. 76 - 2 - "ept.29, 1965 


in industries notorious for their low Pay-—hotelswand testauranis 
hospitals and nursing homes, canning plants, laundries) andesmaid eee 
Ging Operations... ior ythe furst time, about a million farm workers, 
Part of agrieultures, legion of the forgotten, wouldube eligible ror 
the benefits of the Fair Labor Standards Act. 


While the bill does not reach the $2 minimum leaders in the 
Civil rights and labor movements have advocated, it does approach it 
and 1itwgoes) beyond the Administration: pa lle ihe precedents the bill 
establishes in coverage will make it possible for millions of the 
PMeUMCanespOOL tOMimprove, their lives. 


The provisions of the bill are described in greater detail in the 
AFL-CIO fact sheet we enclose with this MEMO. We also include a letter 
from the International Woodworkers Union and a Memo from the National 
Council on Agricultural Life afd Labor that present the urgent need for 
those provisions that would benefit loggers and farm workers, 


ONG Tiby, 1s the prop tem! 


In the letter which rallied the Leadership Conference to support 
Of thesbild) (see sMEMOlr 725 Auge dl 73Nt065) 4A «Philip Randolph saw poverty 
as "the most compelling moral and practical problem in the Negro commu- 
nity today.’ He called ior a major campalanwain Support (of thes leqausila— 
tion, Saying anything that would "increase the minimum wage and extend 
to millions of uncovered workers the benefits of the Fair Labor Standards 
ACtAwouldmewrt tly braingemaid lions andsymitlions of additional dollareeinto 
the Negto community--thereby increasing the Negro's ability to improve 
Husycond) tions fof shire. 


What Conference Organizations Can Do 

if the Houses can be persuaded to pass the minimum wage bill before 
AGJOULNMENT, mts Chances Of Tinal passage by the Senate next year in the 
second) session of the 89th Congress, will be greatly improved, 


Tomthaty endmwetacskea lil cooperating organiza tions, that endorse ithe 
LEG miNTOlasliving Wades oO CoOnSidermethe, tol lowing course.of action: 


To) Wire Sthiose Congressmen wirom districts an which you have strengtl 
to vote for the minimum wage bill as it was reported by the House Education 
and Labor Committee. 


2s UL emetic LORODDOGSseGsanyeauctempts to weaken =the bill) partacu- 
lan Ive litte wapD lca ttonamtombarirelabor= and hotel and restaurants Workeuse 


3. Most important of all--urge them to stay in Washington the week 
of October ll) and until the final vote ws taken.) sihese ast weeks are the 


time when Congressmen tend to slip away. It is essential that those sym- 
pathetic to the minimum wage bill stay here and work for it. 
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A. ¥. HARTUNG CLAUDE BALLARD RONALD F, ROLEY WILLIAM BOTKIN 
PRESIDENT FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT SECRETARY-TREASURER 


INTERNATIONAL WOODWORKERS OF AMERICA 


Affiliated with American ederation of Labor —Congress of 
Industrial Organizations and Canadian Labour Congress 


Local Unions 1» ROCKY MOUNTAINS 
PACIFIC COAST e CANADA 
ALASKA «© SOUTHERN STATES 
CENTRAL STATES * LAKE STATES 


TELEPHONE 285-5281 
1622 N. LOMBARD STREET 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97217 


September 13, 1965 


Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
815 loth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 


Dear Friends: 


Initiated at IWA's request, a House Subcommittee's onethesspot study ef wages 
and hours for some 150,000 Southern loggers, mostly Negroes, makes repeal of 
FLSA's Section 13 (a) (15) morally imperative, It's highlights (see Committee 
Print, Minimum Wage-iiour Amendments, 1965, pp. 2327-9) follow: 


1, Wages as low as 91¢ an hour (under 86¢ in 60-hour weeks) if norma] overtime 
rates are allowed, IwWA's own survey found as little as 5a¢ an hour, ~But)in 
either event, this is a far cry from FLSA's present $1,25 and overtimg pay 
standards, 


2. Regular 50-hour workweeks range up to 60 hours in bad weather periods, all 
at straight-time. 


3. Employers are "generally in a better position" to record hours than "any 
other employer of outdoor employees," thus shattering a pet industry myth. 


4, ‘Insecurity as a result of unequal economic power and bargaining position..." 
engulfs worker and small contractor alike and stems from total indust¥y domina- 
tion by the corporations for whom they produce (International Paper, Georgia- 
Pacific, Scott Paper, Masonite and the like.) ; 


Enacted in 1949, Section 13 (a) (15) exempts logging crews with less than 13 men 
from minimum wage and maximum hours coverage. It gives wealthy pulp and paper 
manufacturers the right to the rankest type of exploitation - a right granted to 
no other covered industry, ai 


Repeal would strike a telling blow in the War on Poverty while coming to grips 
with a major economic aspect of the Civil Rights problem. We strongly urge your 
tullest support on this crucial issue, | 


Sincerely yours, 
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MEMORANDUM : 


TO: Mr. David S. Seeley, Acting Director 
Office of Equal Educational Opportunities 
U. &. Office of Education 
Washington, D. C. 


FROM: ACT 
League for Universal Justice and Goodwill 


SUBJECT: Discrimination in the D. C. Public Schools 


The enclosed is a copy of a memorandum submitted to the Committee 
on Education and Labor of the House of Representatives along with a petition 
bearing some 125 signatures of heads of local religious, civic, civil rights 
and fraternal organizations requesting an investigation of discrimination in 
the D. C. public schools. Under the authority vested in your agency granted 
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, we are, hereby submitting the 
same document along with a request that all Federal funds be withheld from 
the D. C. public school system until such time as either your Office or the 
_House Committee on Education and Labor have evaluated and determined the 

validity of the charges set forth in the accompaning memorandum. 


We, therefore, wish to call your attention to some practices and 
policies which clearly establish discrimination and possibly corruption. 
These are as follows: (1) Grouping pupils in “tracks” which denies equal 
opportunity; (2) Allocating funds inversely proportional to the need; (3) 
Introducing a trend toward establishing an all-white administration on the 
curricula or educational policy level and (4) Flegrantly attacking personal 
dignity with accruing community hostility and corresponding increases in 
drop-outs and delinquency. 


We trust your Office will take speedy action on these complaints 
that the trend toward utter collapse in our local schools with resultant 
community deterioration may be halted forthwith. 


Submitted by 


Julius W. Hobson, Chairman 
ACT (Associated Community Teams) 
1834 Ninth Street, N. W. 

and 
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Gnited States Senate 


MEMORANDUM 


July 17, 1968 


TO: Julius Hobson 
300 M Street, S.W.- Apt N-510 
Washington, D.C. 


FROM: Lois R. Reed 
Research Assistant to 
Senator Hugh Scott 
260 OSOB 
extension 6324 
Here is some material which I 


hope will inspire you. 


Thanks for testifying. 
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